Cholecystectomy with concomitant exploration of the common bile duct.
One hundred and four patients undergoing concomitant cholecystectomy and exploration of the common bile duct were retrospectively reviewed. Exploration of the common bile duct retrieved stones in only 17 patients, all of whom had clearly positive findings from operative cholangiography. Of 87 patients who had negative results 57 underwent exploration of the common bile duct on the basis of clinical factors and 21 on the basis of equivocal cholangiographic findings.